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Regulatory Review and Evaluation Act 

Evaluation Report Form 

2012-2020 

 
Chapter Codification: 28.01.01 
 
Chapter Name: Family Relations Policy 
 
Authority: State Government Article, § 9-1604(b)(1)(v), Annotated Code of 

Maryland 
 
Date Originally Adopted  
or Last Amended: Last amended effective January 7, 1994 
 
Purpose: This chapter codifies procedures to avoid conflicts of interest when 

any OAH employee, or member of an employee’s household, is a 
party in a case assigned to the Office for a hearing. 

 

A.  Review Criteria. (State Government Article, § 10-132(1)(i), Annotated Code of Maryland; 
COMAR 01.01.2003.20E) 
 

(1) Do the regulations continue to be necessary for the public interest?   √ Yes    No 
 
(2) Do the regulations continue to be supported by statutory authority 
     and judicial opinion?             √ Yes    No 
 
(3) Are the regulations obsolete or otherwise appropriate for amendment  
     or repeal?               √ Yes    No 
 
(4) Are the regulations effective in accomplishing their intended purpose? √ Yes    No 
            

B.  Outreach and Research. (State Government Article, § 10-135(a)(2)(i)-(viii), Annotated 
Code of Maryland) 
 

(1) List any stakeholders invited to review the regulations and provide a summary 
of their participation in and input into the review process. 

 
Besides posting a Notice to stakeholders in the Maryland Register and on the OAH 
website as indicated below, the OAH directly notified the Office of the Attorney 
General, legal services organizations, and the Maryland State Bar Association sections 
of Administrative Law and State and Local Law of the opportunity to attend a public 
hearing and/or submit written comments on the regulations, and requested that they 
forward the Notice by email to all stakeholders. Representatives of one State agency, a 
private law firm, and a legal services organization attended the public hearing on 
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September 27, 2018, and offered oral comments; the private law firm and legal 
services provider subsequently submitted written comments as well. A representative 
of another State agency attended the public hearing on October 2, 2018, but offered no 
oral or written comments.  

 
(2) List any other affected agencies that were invited to review the regulations and 

provide a summary of their participation in and input into the review process. 
 

The OAH determined that all affected agencies were effectively notified by the means 
outlined above, and did not invite any additional agencies to review or comment. 

 
(3) Describe the process used to solicit public comment, including: 

(a) any notice published in the Maryland Register; 
(b) any notice published in newspapers of general circulation; 
(c) any notice posted on the unit’s website or on a Statewide website created for 

units to post notices of regulations review; 
(d) any mailing by the adopting authority; and  
(e) any public hearing held. 
 

The following process was used to solicit public comment: 
(a) the OAH posted a Notice of Opportunity for Public Inspection and Comment 

(Notice) in the Maryland Register on August 31, 2018, and September 14, 2018, 
which included notice of public hearings;  

(b) none; 
(c) the OAH posted the Notice on its website from August 31, 2018, through October 

12, 2018; 
(d) copies of working draft revisions to the regulations were available in the OAH 

library and provided on request from August 31, 2018, through October 12, 2018; 
and 

(e) the OAH conducted public hearing on the regulations in Hunt Valley, Maryland, 
on September 27, 2018, and in Kensington, Maryland, on October 2, 2018. 

 
(4) Provide summaries of: 

(a) all comments received from stakeholders, affected units, or the public; and 
(b) the adopting authority’s responses to those comments. 
 

The OAH received no comments on this chapter. 
 

(5) Describe any interunit conflict reviewed and the resolution or proposed 
resolution of that conflict. 

 
 The OAH identified no inter-unit conflict during this review. 

 
(6) Provide a summary of any relevant scientific data gathered. 
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No scientific data was necessary for the review of this chapter, and the OAH gathered 
none. 

 
(7) Provide a summary of any relevant information gathered related to the 

regulations of other states or the federal government. 
 

No information regarding the regulations of other states or the federal government was 
necessary for the review of this chapter, and the OAH gathered none. 
 

(8) Provide a summary of any other relevant information gathered. 
 

The OAH reviewed its institutional experience with the regulations in this chapter. 
 

C.  Under COMAR 01.01.2003.20E(3), does the agency have any existing  
     policy statements, guidelines, or standards being applied or enforced which 
     should be promulgated as regulations, in accordance with the Administrative 
     Procedure Act?                    Yes   √ No 
   
     Has the Agency promulgated all regulations required by recent legislation?    √ Yes      No 

 
     Provide explanations of the above responses, as needed:           N/A 

 
D.  Actions Needed. (State Government Article, § 10-135(a)(2)(ix)-(xi), Annotated 
     Code of Maryland) (check all that apply) 
 

    no action 
√  amendment 

        repeal 
     √  repeal and adopt new regulations 
         reorganization 

 
Summary: 
 
Based on review of the information noted above, the OAH expects to propose clarifying 
amendments to the regulations in COMAR 28.01.01 to improve their effectiveness in preventing 
any real or apparent conflicts of interest when an OAH employee, or member of an employee’s 
household, is a party to a matter before the OAH. 
 
 
      

Person performing review: Jana Corn Burch 
 
     Title:   Director of Operations, Regulations Coordinator 
      Administrative Law Judge 
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